ECCLESIASTICAL COMMISSION (IRELAND). 



THE ANNUAL REPORT 

Of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners for Ireland , for the Year ending 
the 1st day of August 1848. 



TO 11IS EXCELLENCY GEORGE WILLIAM FREDERICK, 

EARL OF CLARENDON. 

LORD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OF IRELAND, 
&c. &c. &c. 



W E, the Ecclesiastical Commissioners for Ireland, whose hands and cor- 
porate seal are hereunto annexed, have herewith the honour to report 
to your Excellency the proceedings of the Commissioners for the year ending the 
1st of August instant, pursuant to the provisions of the Act 3 & 4 Will. 4, 
c. 3/, s. 10. 

By the Returns of Promotions it appears that 156 Benefices have become 
vacant within the year, of which 50 appear to be liable to tax, arid the remainder 
not liable; of these 11 are Dignities, 20 Prebends, and 125 Parochial Benefices. 
All the Dignities had cure of souls attached, with the exception of the Arch- 
deaconry of Killala and the Precentorship of Lismore, to the latter of which 
the appointment of a Clerk has been suspended, on the recommendation of the 
Commissioners, by an order of your Excellency and the Privy Council, dated 4th 
February last ; but for the reasons mentioned in the last Report, the Com- 
missioners forbore on this, as on the former occasion, to recommend the sus- 
pension of the appointment of a Clerk to the Archdeaconry of Killala, but 
directed the particular circumstances of the case, with the communication 
received from the Bishop on the subject, to be transmitted with the notice of 
vacancy for the information of your Excellency and the Privy Council. In 
respect to the Chantorship of Emly, which has cure of souls attached, and 
became vacant in the preceding year, your Excellency and the Council have, 
by order of the 16th of August 1847, disappropriated therefrom the parish of 
Kilteely, and transferred same, with all its tithes and emoluments, of the annual 
value of 227 Z. 15$. 7 d., to the Commissioners, charged however with the pay- 
ment of all sums of money due on a certificate, granted in November 1818, 
for erecting a Glebe-house in the parish of Ballybrood, which forms part of its 
corps, and exonerating the future Incumbents of this- dignity from all charges 
on account thereof. The occasional duties of Kilteely Parish have been com- 
mitted to the Incumbent of the adjoining Benefice, with the approval of the 
Ordinary, at a moderate stipend. Appointments to the Prebends of Cooline 
and Blackroth, the former belonging to the Cathedral Church of Cloyne-, of the 
annual value of 52/. 10 s., and the latter to the Cathedral Church of St. Canice, 
Kilkenny, of the annual value of 110/. 16s. 3 d., have been suspended by your 
Excellency and the Privy Council, on the recommendation of the Commis- 
sioners ; and provision has been made for the due discharge of the occasional 
duties in the parishes forming the corps of these Prebends, by committing them, 
with the approval of the Diocesan, to the Incumbents of the adjoining parishes. 
In the case of the Prebend of Annacalla, belonging to the Cathedral Church of 
Clonfert, of the- annual value of 23/. 9 s. 7 d-, the Commissioners, by an instru- 
ment, bearing date the 10th of November last, recommended the appointment 
of a Clerk to be suspended, as it did not appear that there was eure of souls 
jo A attached 
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attached to this Prebend, but in this case there has not been any Order in 
Council communicated to the Commissioners. - , , 

On the 16th of November last your Excellency and the Council were .pleased 
to remove the order of 1st of November 1845, for suspending the appointment 
of a Clerk to the Prebend of Taghsaxon, belonging to the Cathedral Church of 
St. Mary’s, Tuam, and to give authority thereby for the appointment to this 
Prebend, the annual value of which is only 5 /. 12 s. 6 d. And as respects the 
Deanery of Clonmacnoise, the Precentorship of the Cathedral Church ot St. 
Canice, Kilkenny, the Prebend of Mayne, belonging to said Cathedral, the Pre- 
bend of Kilraune, belonging to the Cathedral Church of Ferns, and the Treasurer- 
ship of the Cathedral Church of St. Patrick’s, Dublin, the orders for suspension 
have in these several cases been removed by your Excellency and the Privy 
Council, and authority given for the appointment of Clerks to these Dignities 
and Prebends respectively, subject, however, to the severance therefrom of an 
their tithes, glebes, and other emoluments, which have been disappropriated 
and transferred to the Commissioners. 

With regard to the Prebend of Clashmore, referred to in our last Report, the 
Commissioners have since received a communication from the Diocesan, stating 
the circumstances under which his Lordship had notified in error a vacancy in 
that Prebend, which was immediately reported to the Clerk of the Council for 
the information of your Excellency and the Council. 

Among the parochial Benefices which have become vacant within the year, 
were those of Hore Abbey, of the annual value of 124 l. 12 5. 3 | d., and the 
Chapelry of Kilmore, of the annual value of 75 l. 65 . 6 d., both in the Diocese 
of Cashel, and as it appeared by the certificates of the Ordinary that Divine 
Service had not been celebrated within either of these Benefices for the three 
years preceding the 1st of February 1833, the Commissioners have, under the 
116th section of the 3d & 4th Will. 4, c. 3/, suspended the appointment of 
Clerks to these Benefices, and provided for the discharge of the occasional 
duties, which have been committed, on the nominations of the Diocesan, to the 
Incumbents of the adjoining parishes at moderate stipends. 

The Rectory of Killeshin, in the Diocese of Leighlin, which appeared not to 
have actual cure of souls, having become vacant by the death of the Rev. James 
Langrishe, your Excellency and the Council have suspended the appointment 
of a Clerk to this Rectory, on the recommendation of the Commissioners ; but 
as some doubts were entertained by the Ordinary in respect to this Rectory 
having been consolidated with, or long since granted in augmentation of the 
Vicarage of Killeshin, a case, with the opinion of Counsel on the subject, was 
laid by° him before the Commissioners, who have directed further searches to 
be made, and a case prepared on their behalf, and submitted for the opinion of 
the Law Officers of the Crown, previously to any further steps being taken in 
the matter. The appointment to the sinecure Rectory of Castlane, alias 
Whitechurch, in the Diocese of Ossory, as mentioned in our last Report, was 
suspended, but in consequence of the communication received from the 
Bishop’s Commissary, and transmitted by the Commissioners, suggesting rea- 
sons why the appointment should not be suspended, your Excellency and the 
Council" have, by order of 29th of March 1848, removed the suspension and 
given authority for the appointment to the Rectory, as it appeared to be for 
the advantage of the Church. 

Under the provisions of the 6th & 7th Will. 4, c. 90, the emoluments of the 
Vicars-Choral of the Cathedral Church of St. Patrick’s, Cashel, were vested in 
the Commissioners, for the purpose of being applied, during the lives of the 
present members, to their use, in the same manner and proportions as the same 
had, at the passing of the Act, been enjoyed or divisible amongst them, and of 
providing, on the death or cession of each of them, for such and so many of 
their successors as, in the judgment of the Commissioners, may be required for 
the effectual discharge of the duties of the respective members. The death of 
two of these Vicars-Choral imposed upon the Commissioners the necessity of 
conferring with the Bishop, and the Dean of Cashel, on the vacancies that had 
taken place, and as it appeared in one of these cases, the duties had been dis- 
charged by a deputy for the last 50 years, and. the deputy of the other Vicar- 
Choral having been represented to be an efficient member of the choir, the 
Commissioners directed the Dean to be informed, that in case these persons 
were appointed to the offices of Vicars-Choral of the Cathedral Church, the 

same 
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same amount of salary as heretofore would be continued to the person who had 
acted as deputy for the last 50 years, and a like salary of 60 1. to the other 
Vicar-Choral, as recommended by the Diocesan. 

Under the provisions of the Act last mentioned, the Lord Lieutenant in 
Council having in the year 1841, on the recommendation of the Commissioners, 
vested in them, among others, the rents and emoluments of the Minor Cancnry 
of the Cathedral Church of Ardfert, to be applied to the use of the Minor 
Canon during his life, and on his death for making. such adequate provision 
for the due maintenance, of his successor as in the judgment of the Commis- 
sioners may be required for the effectual discharge of his duties, if any, 
the Commissioners have to report the death of the Rev. Standish Parker, 
Minor Canon, on the 1 8th of May 1848, and as it did not appear that any 
duties appertained to the Minor Canonry of A.rdfert, for which provision 
should be made, the rents and emoluments arising from this office, of the 
annual value of 186?. 2 5. 8 d., will be carried to the general fund of the Com- 
missioners, as directed by the Act of Parliament. 

The Commissioners have endeavoured, so far as their funds would admit, 
to provide for the completion of the Churches noticed in the Report of last 
vear as being then in course of rebuilding, and have accordingly, out ot the 
monies appropriated to Church-Works, within the year, and amounting to 
] 1 946?. 3a 1 ., set apart the sum of 4,983/. 16.v. 2d. to complete, the Churches 
of Caraew and Enniscortliy, in the Diocese of Ferns; Finner, in the Diocese 
of Cloglier ; Killery, in the Diocese of Ardagli ; and Lusk, in the IRocese ot 
Dublin; and to make further provision for the rebuilding of the Churches 
of St. Nicholas and Ballymodan, in the Diocese of Cork; but we regret to 
observe that the Commissioners, owing to the state of their funds, have not 
been able to provide for any additional case of rebuilding this year, .notwith- 
standing the manv pressing applications of this nature still before them ; on 
the contrary, it was deemed advisable to postpone the rebuilding of two ot 
the Churches noticed in last year’s Report, namely, Upper Moville, in the 
Diocese of Derry, and Lismalin, in the Diocese of Cashel, the grants made for 
these Churches being insufficient to advance the works to such a stage as would 
render them secure against the effects of the. winter without the aid of private 
subscriptions, which the parishioners failed to procure, except to a very small 
amount in the case of Upper Morale, which lias been returned to the Incum- 
bent; the monies which had been allocated for these Churches hare been 
since applied in aid of the small sum available this year for Church M orks. 

The enlargement of the Churches of Cove, in the Diocese of Oloyne and of 
Castletowndelvin, in the Diocese of Meath, on plans approved by the Commis- 
sioners and under the superintendence of their architect, having been under 
tata bv the parishioners themselves, at an expense, in the former case of 
1 1001, 'and in the latter of lOOl.the Board thought it advisable, undei the 
peculiar circumstances of these cases, to provide for the. comphtion of the 
works bv contributing 1201. for Core, and 100 1. for Castletowndelvin. 

"“It Churches wlfch have been completed for the e"on of Divine 
Service since the date of the last Report, are Lusk, in the Diocese of Dublin, 
and Ardfield, in the Diocese of Ross, for the accommodation of 120 P^ons 
respectivelib and Kilmanagh, in the Diocese of Ossory, for the accommodation 
of o 10 persons The aid afforded by private subscriptions amounted m the 
case .Ausk to 5421., in Kilmanagh to 1351., and in the cast ^ * rdi !^ d * 
in n / with the exception ot the Churches of Ball} halbert, m me 
Diocese of D™ 0roagAn the Diocese of Limerick, and Dnmicannou in 
the Diocese of Waterford, the rebuilding of which has been delayed bj c r 

the income of the benehce, as formeil} lepo , undertaken to com- 

the failure of the contractor, but his sureties have _ } ch of Cullen, 

plete the Church, and the works are now m progress. means of private 

hi the Diocese of Cork, which has been erected altogether by means pnva 
subscriptions, has been taken under charge of the Board. 0ut 

>9- A 2 
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Out of monies appropriated to Church Works, the sum available for repairs 
has amounted to 6,742 /. 65 . 10<L only, owing, for the most part, to the diffi- 
culties experienced by the Commissioners in the collection of their annual 
income, but it is hoped that the car.e which has been bestowed in the expendi- 
ture of this sum on the most urgent cases of repair, all such as would admit 
of delay being postponed, will in a great measure prevent increased expense at 
a future day ; it will appear, however, by the annexed Account, that a much 
larger sum has been expended on repairs within the year, which has been 
owing to several grants of former years having been in course of expenditure 
within the period of the account. 

Within the last few years, the Commissioners had frequently been solicited 
by Mr. Walter James Bourke to return the fine, and accept from him a sur- 
render of the See House, Mensal, and Demesne Lands of Killala, situate in the 
county Mayo, as the great depreciation of property in that particular district 
rendered him unable to occupy the premises and pay the rent, but the Com- 
missioners invariably declined to entertain this proposition. After the death of 
Mr. Bourke, which has lately taken place, his widow and administratrix re- 
newed the application, stating her total inability to manage so extensive a 
farm and pay the reserved rent, and expressing her willingness to relinquish alL 
claim, as well to the 2,000/. fine paid by her late husband, as to any compensa- 
tion for the monies expended by him on improvements. The injury the house 
and premises might sustain, as well as the loss and expense that would be in- 
curred in case Mrs. Bourke suffered herself to be ejected, engaged the serious 
attention of the Commissioners, and, all circumstances considered, it was 
deemed most prudent to accept a surrender of the house and lands of Killala 
from Mrs. Bourke on the terms proposed. The premises have been advertised 
for letting, but no such proposal has been as yet received as would warrant the 
Commissioners in submitting it for your Excellency’s approval ; in the mean- 
time, the necessary steps have been taken for the due care of the premises, and 
rendering the lands productive as long as they remain undisposed of. It may 
he proper to observe, that communications have been received from the Dean 
of Killala, both before and after the advertisement of these lands, expressing 
his wish to become tenant for a portion of the See House and a part of the 
Demesne, during his incumbency, offering at the same time to give every 
facility for having the house established as the Deanery House, with the ap- 
proval of his Diocesan, if the Commissioners so desired, which application for 
a portion of the See House and Demesne for his incumbency, he was informed 
could not be entertained. It would appear, however, by the report of their 
agent, that there are about 25 acres of the Mensal Lands detached, and at a 
short distance from the Church, which he mentioned to the Dean might be 
conveniently appropriated as a site for a Deanery House, without prejudice to 
the disposal of the rest of the premises. 

The necessary leases for demising the Mensal Lands of Christ Church to 
Messrs. Dunne, Lindsay, and Hawkins, have been duly executed, the terms 
proposed having received your Excellency’s approval. 

The fourth and last instalment of 100/. has been received for the timber on 
the Mensal and Demesne Lands of Raphoe. 

As soon as the preliminary arrangements were completed and the conditions 
of sale fixed, the Commissioners lost no time in conferring with the Town 
Commissioners of Galway as to the time and place most advantageous for the 
sale of the Advowsons, or right of presentation to the four Benefices into which 
the wardenship of Galway has been divided, under the Act of 3 & 4 Yict. 
c. 108. The City of Dublin having been considered by all parties as the fittest 
place for the sale, the Advowsons were offered to public competition in the 
month of February last, but without any beneficial results. 

Since the date of our last Report, only 20 applications for the purchase of 
Perpetuities have been received, of which five were from undertenants. The 
sum realized within the year from this source of revenue has been 8,71 1 /. 1 s. ] rl., 
viz. 5,437 /. 05. 11 d. from sales, and 3,274/. 05. 2d. in liquidation of mort- 
gages granted for purchases effected in former years. The sum of 3,38 7/. 7 s. 
has been invested in Government Securities, and the residue, after deducting 
certain expenses connected with the sales, stands to the credit of the Perpetuity 
Purchase Fund. Mortgages to the amount of 3,287/- 12 s. II d. have been 
granted for the purchase money of sales effected within the year. 

To 
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To make good the deficiencies in the incomes of the Bishops of Cork and 
Kilmore, as required by Statute, the sum of 1,5002. has been paid to the late 
Bishop of Cork, and 100/. to the Bishop of Kilmore. In consequence, however, 
of the recent death of the Bishop of Cork, his representatives became entitled 
to a further sum of 276/. 7 s. 10 d., being the proportion payable to them 
at the time of his death, from which period this payment ceases to be a charge 
on the funds of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners. Under the provisions of 
the 6 & 7 Viet. c. 57, the interest on the building charge on the See House of 
Kilmore, amounting to 688/. 0.?. 10 U., has been paid to the Bishop of Kilmore 
and Ardagh ; 1,879/. 1 Is. 2 d. to the Curates of certain Churches in the City 
of Dublin, in lieu of the maintenance heretofore provided for them by Yestrv 
Assessments previously to the passing of the Church Temporalities Acts ; 
4, 1 00 /. 46-. 5 d. has been paid under statutable provision, in discharge of the salaries 
of Vicars-Choral, and Curates acting in suspended Benefices; li>9/. Is. lit/, 
to Diocesan Schoolmasters, and a sum of 941/. 9s. 8 d. in augmentation of 
Poor Benefices, from and out of the Tithes disappropriated from Dignities and 
Prebends under the provisions of the Act 3 & 4 Viet. c. 101, making the pay- 
ments, under these several heads, amount to the gross sum of 9,634 /. 1 5 s. 10 </., 
exclusive of the sum of 34,202/. 2 s. 4 d. provided for the payment of Parish 
Clerks and Sextons’ Salaries, and the requisites for the celebration of Divine 
Service in the several Churches and Chapels. 

From and out of the funds granted by the late Primate Boulter, for the 
augmentation of Poor Livings, the sum of 4,223/. 7*'. 9 d. has also been paid 
within the. year. 

An Account of the Receipts and Disbursements of the Commissioners to the 
1st instant is annexed to this Report, showing the sources from whence the 
Receipts have arisen, and the specific purposes to which they have been 
applied. 

All which is submitted to your Excellency’s consideration. 

sigued) JOHN G. ARMAGH. 

Rd DUBLIN. 

EDWARD MEATH. 

R. DERRY and RAPHOE. 

J. T. OSSORY and FERNS. 
HEN. MEREDYTH. 

JOHN C. ERCK. 

W ,M C. QUIN. 

Board-Room, 24, Upper Merrion-street, 

August 1848. (signed) Thos. Buske, Secretary. 



(A true Copy.) 

Thos. Bushe, Secretary. 



1 9‘ a. 3 
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BY THE ECCLESIASTICAL 

AN ACCOUNT of all their Receipts and Disbcksemexts, for One Year, ended the 1st 
been derived, showing the Total Amount derived from each Source, 



Balance in General Fund, 1st August .1847 - 
Ditto - Perpetuity Purchase Fund - 



Received from Waterford and Lismore see estates - 
_ Kill a! a and Achonry, ditto • 

_ Clonfert and Kilmacduagh, ditto - 

Raphoe, ditto - 

Ossory, ditto - 

Cork and Ross, ditto 

Ardagh, ditto • 



189 2 6 J 



3,441 9 
8,136 1 5 £ 

1,624 10 1 

6,505 19 11 i 
4,396 7 7 J 



Elphin, ditto 

Dromore, ditto - - „ ” , ' ”, 

Kildare see estate and deanery of Christ Charon 



3,316 



8 11 J 

7 10 J 



5,108 
4,881 1 
7,141 



Raphoe demesne timber, fourth instalment - - ' 

Suspended benefices, dignities, and disappropriated tithes, &c. - 

Charge on the see of Derry 

Tax on bishoprics and benebces - - " • ' 

Glebe-house loan instalments 

Sales of perpetuities - * - ” ” ' " 1 

Perpetuity mortgages paid on - 

Interest an Three per Cent. Consol, and Three-andar-qunrter 
per Cent. Stock * 

Ditto on perpetuity mortgages 

Monies deposited to defray expenses in ascertaining terms of 
perpetuities ~ ' _ 

Sales of perpetuity printed forms 

Ditto of Three per Cent. Consols - - , * ” i 

Contributions from Economy Funds for repairs of cathedrals - 
Private sulecriptions for rebuilding and enlarging churches, 

and for the purchase of stoves, &c. 

Bequest for Donamon Church repairs - - * ” , 

Monies granted for church purposes, and returned unapplied 



5,437 

3,274 



5,815 18 6J 



13,080 3 4 J 



2 10 
8,471 11 
104 17 



PRIMATE BOULTER’S »«n PRIMATE ROBINSON’S FUNDS. 



Balance, Primate Boulter’. Fund, lit Augn.t 1847 al 3 _ 

Ditto, Priinate Robinson’s - ditto ----- | H0 „ t , „ 

Received on account of Primate Boulter's Fund, to 31st July 1848 - - - - ’ *22 6 to 

Ditto ou account of Primate Robinson’s - - ditto 
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COMMISSIONERS FOR IRELAND: 

day of August 1848: distinguishing the specific Sources from which all Monies have 
and the specific Purposes to which the Receipts have been applied. 



DISBURSEMENTS : 
;agements 



Por rebuilding churches under 

- Repairs of churches - -- -- -- -- - 

- Extraordinary repairs of churches ------- 

- Requisites for celebration of Divine Service granted on yearly es- 

timates 

- Prayer Books and registry books “ 

- Payments to late Bishop of Cork, to 18 May 1848 - 

- Ditto to Bishop of Kilmore - - - ' ' “ ’ ’ 

- Interest to ditto on building charge on Kilmore See House, under 6 & 7 

Viet. cap. 67 - -- -------- 

- Stipends to Dublin curates - 

- Ditto to incumbents, curates, and vicars-choral - - - * * 

I - Augmentation payments to incumbents of small benefices, under 3 & 4 

Viet. c. 101 - - -- -- -- -- - 

- Stipends to diocesan schoolmasters - 

- Salaries to commissioners, secretary, treasurer, clerks, &c. 

- Two years’ interest on balance of loan to Board of Works 

- Rent’s, coals, candles, and other incidents - 

- Receipt stamps 

- Postage - - - - " - 

- Fees for registering perpetuity certificates, &c. 

- Expenses incurred in valuation of lands - - - i 

- Rents and rent-charges returned to representatives of incumbents and i 

- Rents, taxes, and other expenses connected with mensal lands and sus- 

pended benefices - -- 

- Quit and Crown rents - * * 

- Advertising proposals for church works, &c. - 

- Stationery and printing for one year 

Per centage due to late agents on Tithe Composition, &c. * * 

- Moiety of building charge on glebe-house of Glanworth, per order ot 

Council - 

- Law clerks’ salaries - - - - “ , “ “ -T . 

- Purchase of 4,011 1. 2s. 4 d. ; 34 per cent stock from Perpetuity Fund - 

- Enrolling perpetuity certificates 

Balance in general fund 31 July 1848 ------ 

Ditto in Perpetuity Purchase Fund ■***'* 



£• s. 


M 


10,018 11 
16,865 15 


4 

9 


595 11 


11 


34,140 12 


10 


61 9 


6 


1,766 7 


10 


100 - 




688 - 


10 


1,879 11 


2 


4,100 4 


6 


941 9 


8 


159 1 


11 



6,388 19 1 1 



9,634 15 10 
6,516 4 3 
3,700 2 11 



211 19 8 
46 6 5 

87 15 3 
252 7 3 

62 1 Pi 

261 10 9 



10,718 5 7^ 



- PRIMATE BOULTER’S and PRIMATE ROBINSON’S FUNDS. 



By stipends paid in augmentation of small benefices - 

- Purchase of 72 1 16s. 4 d. consols from Primate Robinson’s fond 

- Balance of Primate Boulter’s Fund, 31st July 1848 - - 

- Ditto of Primate Robinson’s Fund, - ditto - 



£. *. d. 

4,223 7 9 
61 3 - 
2,686 12 3 
22 6 10 



(E ' E ) (signed) James E. Stopfird, ii.b, Treamrer. 
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